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About this Unit Outline 

This Unit outline contains information you will need to find your way around the Unit, 

Biblical Hebrew A.  It attempts to provide a structure for your learning, giving details of the 

topics, and how they will be assessed.  
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Important notice 

While every care has been taken to ensure accuracy in the information given below, it is the 

personal responsibility of each student to check the current ACT Undergraduate or 

Postgraduate Handbook, copies of which may be found in the Library or online at 

www.actheology.edu.au  

It is very important that students plan their time carefully to ensure that reading and 

especially assignments receive adequate attention and so as to prevent a bottleneck of work 

at the end of the semester. 

It is very important that all quoted material in assignments be properly footnoted and 

acknowledged.  The attention of students is drawn to the section in the current ACT 

Undergraduate or Postgraduate Handbook, headed “Academic Misconduct”.  Failure to 

comply with the standards required will incur penalties as outlined in the ACT Undergraduate 

or Postgraduate Handbook. 

The attention of students is also drawn to the section in the current ACT Undergraduate or 

Postgraduate Handbook, headed “Guidelines for Essays.” (see also the QTC Student 

Handbook) All essays should comply with these standards. 

http://www.actheology.edu.au/
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Information about this Unit 
 

Unit Description 
 

This unit comprises an introduction to Biblical Hebrew to be continued in LA003B. The course 

will be devoted to study of morphology and syntax and completion of approximately half of a 

first-year Hebrew grammar. There are no prerequisites. 

 

 

Learning Objectives 
 

(1)  To build a solid working knowledge of the Hebrew language as used in the Hebrew Bible, 

up to at least half way through one standard Hebrew grammar. 

(2)  To lay the foundation for a mastery of Hebrew vocabulary 

(3)  To build habits of study that will support future study of biblical languages 

(4)  To embrace the study of the Old Testament in Hebrew as an act of discipleship. 

 

 

How this Unit Contributes to the Course 

This course prepares students for a lifetime of studying the Old Testament in its original 

language. Hebrew is indispensible to a deep understanding and exposition of fully three 

quarters of our Christian Bible. Consider what Martin Luther once wrote: 

And let us be sure of this: we will not long preserve the gospel without 

the languages. The languages are the sheath in which this sword of the 

Spirit [Eph. 6:17] is contained; they are the casket in which this jewel is 

enshrined; they are the vessel in which this wine is held; they are the 

larder in which this food is stored; and, as the gospel itself points out 

[Matt. 14:20], they are the baskets in which are kept these loaves and 

fishes and fragments. 

 

Pre-requisites and Co-requisites 

Students cannot take LA001 with or after this unit.  This unit is delivered at undergraduate 

degree level, and is equivalent to the ACT’s 300 level units.  It attracts the 300 level unit fee 

no matter which course you are enrolled in. 
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How this unit is organised and what we expect of you 

 

Biblical Hebrew A meets Tues to Thurs Feb 3–5 for the Language Intensive (see Pre-Work 

below), and thrice weekly for all 13 weeks of the semester.  

 

Most weeks will begin with a brief quiz on Tuesday morning covering the previous week’s 

material, to be marked in class (see the schedule below). The remainder of Tuesdays will 

comprise a brief overview of the next chapter. Wednesdays will be taken up with a brief 

review of homework exercises and an introduction to the next chapter; Thursdays will 

comprise further review of exercises and review of the week’s material. 

 

Note the comprehensive review test covering chs. 1–11 on Tuesday, March 17 (Week 5). 

 

Unless otherwise specified in class, students are expected to complete all of either the even 

or odd workbook exercises, corresponding to the number of the chapter. Supporting material 

may be made available in class and on Moodle.  

 

 

Teaching staff  

LECTURER 

 

Anthony (Tony) Pyles,  

E apyles@qtc.edu.au 

P 3149 3651 

  

mailto:apyles@qtc.edu.au
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Unit timetable: topics & teaching/learning activities 

 

Study prior to the Intensive Course 
Work through Pratico and Van Pelt chs. 1–3, memorizing the Hebrew alphabet and 

attempting the homework exercises. Failure to keep up with alphabet and primary vocabulary 

will prohibit you from succeeding in the class, and doing this much (or more!) in advance of 

the intensive will greatly reduce your chances of falling behind early. 

 

Language Intensive Week – Compulsory for all Hebrew students to attend 
Tuesday 3rd to Thursday 5th February, 2015 - 9.30am to 3.30 pm. A detailed schedule for the 

week will be provided separately on Moodle. 

 

Week  Topic and Homework Quizzes 

Language Intensive Chs. 1–5 No Quiz 

Week 1 Review and ch. 6 Quiz 1: Up to ch. 5 

Week 2  Chs. 7–8 Quiz 2: Ch. 6 

Week 3  Chs. 9–10 Quiz 3: Chs. 7–8 

Week 4  Ch. 11 and Review No Quiz 

Preaching Week  No classes  

Week 5 Ch. 12 
Review Test: Chs. 1–11 

Week 6 Chs. 13–14 No Quiz 

Week 7  Chs. 15–16 Quiz 4: Chs. 13–14 

Week 8  Ch. 17 and Review Quiz 5: Chs. 15–16 

Easter Holidays No classes  

Week 9  Chs. 18–19 
Quiz 6: Ch. 17 

Week 10  Chs. 20–21 Quiz 7: Chs. 18–19 

Week 11 Ch. 22 and Review Quiz 8: Chs. 20–21 

Week 12  Ch. 23 Quiz 9: Ch. 22 

Week 13 Review and Practice No Quiz 

Assessment Block [3 wks] No classes  
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Assessment 
 

Assessments are submitted online via Moodle. 

In order to pass the unit, you submit all assessment pieces and attain a mark of at least 50% 

for the unit as a whole. 

 
ASSESSMENT TASK DESCRIPTION 

Nine Quizes 

27% 

Nine grammar and vocabulary quizzes of topics covered in 

Pratico and Van Pelt, Basics of Biblical Hebrew Grammar, 2nd 

edition, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007. 

Week 1: Quiz 1 (Chs. 1-5) 

Week 2: Quiz 2 (Ch. 6) 

Week 3: Quiz 3 (Chs. 7-8) 

Week 7: Quiz 4 (Chs. 13-14) 

Week 8: Quiz 5 (Chs. 15-16) 

Week 9: Quiz 6 (Ch. 17) 

Week 10: Quiz 7 (Chs 18-19) 

Week 11: Quiz 8 (Chs. 20-21) 

Week 12: Quiz 9 (Ch. 22) 

These quizzes will be administered on Tuesday mornings 

according to the schedule above. 

Review Test 

13% 

Comprehensive Review Test of Chs. 1–11 in Pratico & Van Pelt. 

This test will be administered over a 45-minute period on the 

Tuesday morning of Week 5 (March 17; cf. schedule above). 

Five Workbook Audits 

10% 

Five random audits of student Hebrew Exercise Workbooks:  

(2%  each). 

Students will be required to hand in their Hebrew Exercise 

Workbooks without prior notice on five occasions at the 

end of a regular lecture during the semester.  The dates of 

these audits will not be disclosed beforehand.  Exercises set 

since the preceding audit will be checked for completion, 

not for accuracy.  Students are required to complete even or 

odd numbered questions, according to whether the chapter 

number is even or odd, unless otherwise specified in class 

and by group email.  Workbooks will be returned to 

students’ college pigeonholes by lunchtime on the days of 

the audits.  Please do not tear out pages. There will be no 

opportunity to complete previously missed homework. 

Final Exam 

50% 

Two-hour exam with questions covering Chapters 1-23 of 

Pratico & Van Pelt.  The questions in this exam will involve 

Vocabulary, Grammar and Translation, and will be similar in style 

but different in content from those in the weekly quizzes. 
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Learning Resources 
 
Required texts 

Pratico, Gary D. and Miles Van Pelt.  Basics of Biblical Hebrew Grammar. 2nd ed.  

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007.        

   

Pratico, Gary D. and Miles Van Pelt.  Basics of Biblical Hebrew Workbook.  2nd ed.  

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007  
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ACT Standards  

Grades 

 

Grades in assessment instruments are awarded in the following categories- 

Grade   Score   GPA 

Fail (F)   0-49%   0 

Pass (P)   50-57%  1 

Pass Plus (P+)   58-64%  1.5 

Credit (C)   65-74%  2 

Distinction (D)   75-84%  3 

High Distinction (HD)   85+%   4 

 

 

 


